
Saint Ambrose School Board Meeting 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 

6:00 p.m. – Community Center 

 
Mission: St. Ambrose School provides a foundation of Catholic truths and values.  Students will leave with 
the knowledge and skills necessary for life in the modern world. 

Members Present: Julie Osborn, Delfina Dornes, Chris Brown, Abby Stephens, Dan Clasby, Sue 

Wickenhauser, Paul Braundmeier, Maggie Kohl, Scott Droste 

Others Present: Bob Baird, Deacon Jay Wackerly, Fr. Steve Janoski, 

Opening Prayer - Chairperson Osborn opened the meeting at 6:01 pm. She thanked veterans, especially 

Deacon Jay, and asked Mr. Baird to lead the group in prayer. 

Approval of Minutes - Julie asked if there were any changes for the October minutes that were emailed. 

There being no changes, Scott moved to accept the minutes as presented. Paul seconded the motion. With 

no dissent, the Chair indicated that the October minutes were approved as shared.  

 

Principal’s Report 

• Sports & Clubs  

We are currently set to go forward with winter sports according to IESA guidelines, which are 

subject to change. Next week there is a regional meeting for the Alton Deanery where they will 

discuss upcoming events. Practices are supposed to begin December 14th, with games beginning 

January 4th.   

A few clubs are up and running. Bob is going to check on some more next week to see what we 

can do safely.  

Maggie asked about age levels for sports. She wanted to make sure that girls were not excluded at 

any grade level. Scott and Bob assured that if there are enough students interested and there are 

coaches, no student will be excluded. Maggie also asked about other sports possibilities, such as 

swimming and cross country/track. Bob said if there is enough interest, we could possibly 

consider other opportunities.  

• Christmas Break – The Chicago Archdiocese has decided to add 2 weeks of remote learning to 

the Christmas break. As of right now, we do not have plans for this, but it could be possible 

depending on what happens with the pandemic and what the experts say.  

• Reminder about possibility of closures – We should all be prepared to have to pivot to remote 

learning at any point. We do have an increase in the number of students on quarantine, but only 

one positive case at this point.  Paul asked if we could possibly ask families to go remote for 2 

weeks if they have travelled or have had a lot of interaction. Bob said that that would be part of 

his communication with families.  



• Class Adoration –   Class adoration will begin next Thursday. A couple times a month, starting 

with the older grades first, the students will spend 15-20 minutes of peace & quiet time with the 

Lord. 

• December MAP Test – We have designated December 7-9th for the second round of MAP 

testing in the areas of Reading, Science, and Math. The tests, based on our first round, probably 

average 45 minutes per day (1 test per day). 

• Family Collections – We are collecting monetary donations for the Bohn and Labrenz families. 

• Website Reconfiguration – Steven Schienschang is working with Melany Bechtold and Deacon 

Jay to reconfigure the website. We are going to update the format and clean it up. There will be 

noticeable changes in the next couple weeks. 

• St. Ambrose Brochure – We are working on updating it, and Bob hopes to update it annually to 

reflect what St. Ambrose has to offer. This will be available to inquiring families in both digital 

and paper format. 

• Policy on Leggings – Our current policy does not fully address leggings, and a couple staff 

members were wondering what our position is. The current policy states that “skintight clothing 

will not be allowed.” Bob is going to send St. Mary’s policy to board members, and we can 

consider developing a policy that fits our needs.  

• School Management Platform – We will be transitioning away from FastDirect and will be 

looking at some of the most widely used platforms. We would like to have a new system chosen 

and in place for registration to streamline the process for parents.  

• Candlelight vigil for Megan Labrenz will be Thursday night 7pm. Friday is the visitation from 

4-8pm.  The funeral is Saturday morning at 10am. The school gym will be open for those outside 

of close family and friends to watch via livestream.  

• Abby asked about service hour requirement for this year. Bob said that as of now the service 

requirement remains unchanged. At the end of 3rd quarter, he is going to look at what we have 

done as a school and see if we need to alter the required number of hours. He doesn’t want to 

scale back right now in case we are able to have events & service opportunities. 

 

Cash Bash Fundraiser (Maggie) – SAPA.  We have sold 74 tickets so far. There is an early bird drawing 

this Friday. Families get 2 service hours per ticket sold in their name. The grand prize is $10,000, and the 

drawing will be livestreamed on New Year’s Eve. 

Volunteer Accident Waiver – Based on what Fr. Steve found out from the diocese, we should go ahead 

and put it in the handbook. Abby will work with Deacon Jay on the wording and will update us at the 

December next meeting. 

 

Standing Committees  

Policy & Planning- Abby & Sue – No report 

Finance - Dan – Council will meet Dec.3 and will look at tuition for next year. Bob said we are going to 

look at security cameras. We have received 2 anonymous donations, so it won’t cost the parish much. 



Grant Writing & Development – Delfina – No report 

Buildings & Grounds – Paul – No report 

 

Reports 

SAPA/Marketing -Maggie (see above) 

Athletic Association-Scott 

Website/Technology-Deacon Jay – We will be following up on commitment cards (Season of 

Stewardship) 

 

Scott asked Fr. Steve about sacramental preparation. Fr. Steve said the bishop has delegated priests to 

confirm, but if someone wants to be confirmed by the bishop, they will have to go to Springfield. We may 

have a bigger celebration around Pentecost for the kids who have been confirmed. Children in third grade 

or older are invited to receive Confirmation and Eucharist. Families can decide when their children are 

ready for Reconciliation, but it is usually celebrated in second grade. There is no actual checklist that we 

keep for those who have received the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

At 6:56 Scott motioned to adjourn meeting, and Maggie seconded.  

Our next meeting is Wednesday, December 9, 2020. 
 


